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scale, and if they did, their success would be most
problematical From the point of view of the bour-
geoisie on the defensive it was a clever, but short-
sighted move ; no defeats are so hard to forgive as those
imposed by a trick, and the hatred engendered by this
trick was intense and world wide* It distinctly em-
bittered the relations between the lower and the middle
classes*

At the time the bourgeois success seemed perhaps even
more decisive than it really was* Once more it was
argued that " this is not the time " ; there must be, it
was said, a long process, by which the workers acquired
control over industry, especially over industries con-
nected with communication and transport, before they
could venture again to measure themselves against a
government; then, but not till then, was it worth while
to rebel* Meanwhile the General Strike had been
tried and had failed; the machine gun was again
triumphant.

The humiliating and ignominious failure of this great
European strike seemed the end of all hope to those who
had staked all hope upon it. In this sense of utter
depression the German Socialists shared. With their
tendency to generalise and theorise, they carelessly
applied the lessons of the French strike to any and
every possible situation* About this time they evolved,
through the mouth of one of their chief theorists,
Lensch, another popular dictum, which summed up